Alameda County Truancy Court won over angry mom
Brenda Payton
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When Antrel Price walked into the Alameda County Truancy Court, she had an attitude.
"I was mad I had to go," she recalled. She was referred to the court because her son was
perpetually late for kindergarten. She "went off" on the counselors at the Lincoln Child Center
family services organization. "I felt like they were trying to make me out to be an unfit parent."
Price, the 37‐year‐old mother of three, was caring for an elderly relative at night; she would get
home at 6:30 a.m. and fall asleep.
"I'd wake up at 8 and rush to take him to school. I didn't take being on time seriously; if he was
five or 10 minutes late, I thought it was OK, as long as he was there."
At the Truancy Court, she learned the importance of those first few minutes of school, when
students receive their instructions for the day. If her son missed them, then he had to play
catch‐up.
By her third visit to court, she was no longer angry.
"I realized what the program was about. I actually liked going to court, hearing other people's
stories, seeing their progress, hearing the judge's mini‐lectures." She was shocked to learn the
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation looks at the third‐grade truancy rate to
determine how many prison beds it will need.
She changed her schedule, and now her son is on time every day. She also mentors other
parents about the importance of getting their children to school.
"If I call someone during the day and their teenager answers the phone, I ask their parents why
they're at home," she said. "I explain how important it is for them to go to school and tell them
they don't want to have to go through what I went through."
She said she knows a lot of parents who don't think it's such a big deal if their young children
miss school.
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She's one of the parents who is likely to hug Alameda County deputy district attorney Teresa
Drenick at her June graduation.
"She's wonderful. I love her. They worked with me around my work schedule. They are willing
to work with the parents. I'm happy they have a program like that."
Read more: http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Alameda‐County‐Truancy‐Court‐won‐over‐
angry‐mom‐3498518.php#ixzz24rfzr6bn
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